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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-6 and 8-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Christensen 3,299,496. 

Referring to claims 1 and 2, Christensen discloses a tool for coupling hydraulic hoses, 
comprising: a tool for closing and separating pluggable quick acting closure couplings 
for hydraulic lines (54,56), with two engagement elements (18,32) which can be brought 
into engagement with in each case one coupling half (58,60) of the quick acting closure 
coupling, and with an actuating mechanism (20), which can be handled manually, for 
the plugging-in movement of the coupling halves (58,60) via a mutual relative 
movement of the engagement elements (18,32), the actuating mechanism (20) having a 
linear guide (28) which comprises two guide parts (1 2) which are displaceable linearly in 
relation to each other, and the engagement elements (18,32) protruding transversely to 
the guide track (at 12) on one guide part in each case to form extension arms, and the 
actuating mechanism (20) having a pivot lever (36) and a deflecting mechanism (at 42) 
for transferring the movement of the pivot lever into the linear movement of the guide 
parts (12), the deflecting mechanism (20) comprises a double-jointed tension lever (46) 
which is coupled to the pivot lever (36) and to a guide part (12) and a drag lever (at 24) 
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coupled to the pivot lever (36) at a distance from the tension lever (46), and in that the 
drag lever (at 24) is held via a supporting spring at a distance from the guide part (12) to 
be drawn up; and the coupling halves (58,60) are movable linearly along a plug-in axis 
running parallel to the guide track at a lateral distance between the engagement 
elements. 

Referring to claims 3-6 and 8-13, see col. 1, line 44 - col. 2, line 52; and Figs. 1-5. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 7 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Christensen in view of Aubriot EP 0 900 633 A1 . 

Christensen does not specifically disclose a screw thread located at the guide tracks. 
Aubriot discloses an apparatus having a screw thread located at the guide tracks so as 
to secure the engagement elements at desired locations on the track. It would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to have made the apparatus of Christensen to have a screw thread located at the guide 
tracks as taught by Aubriot so as to secure the engagement elements at desired 
locations on the track. 



Application/Control Number: 10/593,218 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3723 

5. Claims 14-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Christensen in view of Morrison et al. 5,597,267. 

Christensen is described above. Christensen does not specifically disclose an 
engagement element having a conically widening central opening. Morrison et al. 
teaches the use of conically widened central openings so as to enhance the 
manipulating of objects having surfaces of varying diameters. It would have been 
obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to 
have made the engagement elements of Christensen to have a conically widened 
central opening as taught by Morrison et al. so as to enhance the manipulating of 
objects having surfaces of varying diameters. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALVIN J. GRANT whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4484. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Joseph J. Hail can be reached on (571) 272-4485. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 

published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alvin J Grant/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 3723 



